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Dragons “Cause a Roar” at JAMS
OPINION By DILLON NEWMAN

Although the mascot has long
that students were required to
since been decided, the logo
take by their advisory teachers,
still has a bit of controversy.
forced them to choose a differThe logo competition was over
ent option besides Norsemen,
a month ago,
even
though
but still, the new
most
people
logo has not
wanted to keep
been released.
the mascot as the
I, for one, have
Norsemen. Even
some opinions
one of the people
on what the
who started the
new logo should
change doesn’t
look like when
like
dragons.
it finally comes
Some
people
out. I think the Photo: Google Images
dislike the new
mascot should
mascot so much
not have any
that they started
How the new mascot
distinct facial feaa new petition to
should look.
tures. If it does, I
change the masthink it will either look too much
cot back to Norsemen. Spencer
like a male or a female, which
Levin and Uziel Garcia apis the opposite of what the new
proached their peers during their
logo is all about. However, if it
lunch period with a piece of palooks too cartoony, it may ruin
per and a pencil to get students
the realistic theme of our masand staff signatures in order
cot, which we
to change the
have had for the “I feel like the Norse- mascot back to
past 75 years. For man wasn’t sexist but the Norsemen.
a color scheme,
According to
the colors should a symbol of strength
Spencer, they
match
Santa and power for our
got over a hunMonica’s
city
dred and twencolors, blue and school.”-Brody S.
ty
signatures
yellow.
Overin about one
all, it should just
hour. Not just
be more of an outline, instead
stu dents though, they got three
of a detailed drawing. Even if
teachers to sign it, including two
our mascot has changed, not
female teachers. The teachers
many people wanted to change
that signed it were Mr. K., Mrs.
it in the first place. The survey
Hale, and Mrs. Aviles. “We

should go back to the Norsemen because there is tradition
there, as well as it affiliates
us with SAMO High: Vikings
and Norsemen. It should have
been an option on the survey
to keep it the way it was.” Mrs.
Hale said. From teachers to students, many don’t like the mas-

cot, but there are some who do.
Although there are negatives
about the new mascot, there are
actually some pros as well. For
one, the mascot name, Dragons,
itself is a very good gender neutral name. Also, it doesn’t totally break the Norse theme in our
mascot, with dragons having a
huge role in Norse culture. “I
like the new mascot because
it’s gender neutral and makes
everyone feel included” said
Ryland H. With a new era of
equality, this change is a good
reflection of where the JAMS
community stands as a whole.
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Construction
Junction
By CRYSTAL RAMOS
Recently, there has been a lot
of new construction around the
campus. Teachers have been
having to park on the basketball courts so kids can no longer play there during lunch or
nutrition. According to Ms.
Chacon, “The auditorium will
be constructed to be a multifunctional room. This means that it
will now have rooms for other
subjects including music and
theatre. Mr. Richardson pro-

Uziel G. and Spencer L. petitioned against the change.
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vided more information on the
auditorium reconstruction. “It’s
likely when students come back
from spring break, the auditorium will not be there anymore.
The contractors are currently
trying to get everything in order before knocking it down and
rebuilding it.” Mr. Richardson
added, “Air conditioning will
be installed in all classrooms.
Half of the rooms will have it
for the beginning of next school
year and the balance will be
in place over that next year.”
When asked
if he
thought the construction was affecting teachers or students, Mr.
Richardson said, “I think it can
inconvenience people, but the
improvements to campus will be
worth it.” These new improvements should be looked forward
to and hopefully, they don’t inconvenience anyone too much.
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Should Middle Schoolers Use Social Media?
By WILL GASPARINO
dia can strengthen friendships, connecting
Instagram, Snapchat, Twitter and
kids to the world and increasing awareness.
Facebook are among the most popular social
The reality is social media is here to stay
media platforms used by teenagers across the
and we just need to learn to use it responsiworld. According to the U.S. Department of
bly. A JAMS 8th grader, Skye Johnson says,
Health and Human Services, 94% of adoles“Yes, middle schoolers should for sure have
cents use these apps. But, at what age should
social media because there are accounts
you be allowed to have it and is this good for
that inform you on what is happening in the
you? While there are negative impacts such
world. And, you can
as increased cyber bullying, lower self esteem, “It adds unnecessary anxiety learn new things from
just seeing one instadecreased physical ac- to middle schooler’s lives.”
gram post.’’ This is
tivity, and potential
-Mrs. Chacon
what most teenagers
sleep disruptions, in
would say. Our assismoderation and under
tant JAMS principal, Ms. Chacon’s differsupervision, social media can actually be
ing thoughts were that “No, students should
good for you. According to a recent article
not have social media because it adds unfrom the Washington Post “new research is
necessary anxiety to middle schoolers lives.
shedding light on the good things that can hapTheir brains haven't fully developed and
pen when kids connect, share and learn.’’ In
are not strong enough to handle that.’’ This
recent years students have used social media
shows that students and teachers have a difto share their voice and speak out against gun
errent opinion on social media.
violence, bullying, organize school walkouts,
and other important issues. Also, social me-

HOMEWORK ON WEEKENDS: YAY or NAY?
By ESME URBANIAK

er arguments against it, too. It can distract
Once the week is done, countless
from other, equally important, activities.
students are excited for the weekend, which is
Another is that there’s already so much
normally a time for them to do activities they
time during the week spent doing work for
couldn’t do during the week, take other classschool. Although it’s
es, or just rest. Howcertain that students
ever, during that time, “Adding extra assignments
aren’t a fan of it, don’t
some teachers still has little effect on student
assume all teachgive students homeers support it either.
work on weekends. learning and takes away
Sixth grade science
Several stu- time from extra curricular
teacher, Ms. Levin,
dents have been intersaid, “I do not think
viewed, and unsurpris- activities, interests, and
middle school kids
ingly, the majority of quality family time.”
should be assigned
them preferred it when
-Mrs. Levin
extra homework on
they didn’t get homeweekends,
unless
work during the weekit is the continuation of a current assignend. One seventh grade student, who would
ment. Adding extra assignments has litprefer to stay anonymous, said that they
tle effect on student learning and takes
didn’t like having homework on weekends.
away time from extra curricular activi“To be honest, I don’t really like it beties, interests, and quality family time.”
cause some people could get stressed out.”
While most students dislike getA sixth grader, Matthew Marcos, claimed
ting homework on weekends, and the opinthat “kids should have a chance to enions of teachers vary, it’s still pretty safe
joy their weekend after a very long week.”
to say that teachers aren’t going to stop
As well as the reasons that the aforegiving it out, no matter what people say.
mentioned students brought up, there are oth-

John Adams Middle School

3

High School
Sports
With high school less than
four months away, we asked
JAMS eighth graders what
sport they were most excited
to play next school year.
“I am mainly excited to play
football since it is my best
sport and also really fun to
play with friends.”
- Hank F.

“I’m going to be playing
tennis since I enjoy playing
the sport as well as practicing
it and getting better at it with
friends”
- Mira W.
“I’m planning on playing
baseball in high school
because I enjoy both playing
the game and the pace at
which it is played.”
- Jamie B.
“I’m going to be playing
volleyball in high school
because I really enjoy playing
the sport as well as being on a
team with friends.”
- Dylan S.
“In high school, I plan to play
tennis, since I enjoy playing
the sport as well as improving
my skills.”
- Yohannes M.

“I will be swimming because
it is a good way to participate in school activities, an
exciting way to meet new
friends, and experience a new
swimming environment.”
- Mattea S.
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Mr. Avedian’s Lab Rats Multiply
By KENDRA MARTINEZ

Science teacher Mr. Avehis eighth grade science classes.
dian’s rat population is increasThe eighth graders are crossing. What started off as an
ing rats and predicting what
innocent mistake has led
their offsprings will look
to him having 40 rats.
like. One litter of rats
Mr. Avedian bought
was born in January.
two rats from Allan’s
Two more litters were
Aquarium. They were
born in February. The
of the opposite sex
eighth graders have
and he put them in
been having fun playthe same cage for one
ing with the baby rats.
night. What could go
The mother rat, howwrong? Well, many things,
ever, is very protective
Photo: Kendra Martinez
including that the rats could
of her babies and will bite
mate. That happened in Decemanyone who tries to pick them
ber 2018. A short while after he put the
up. So, students have to be very carerats in the same cage, Mr. Aveful when they try to pick up the
dian walked into his garage
baby rats from their cage. The
and found a bunch of little
students that aren’t careful
baby rats with their mom.
and don’t use gloves will
Once these rats grew up,
be at risk of getting bit
Mr. Avedian didn’t sepby the mom rat. As of
arate them into differlate February there were
ent cages based on their
10 adult rats, 15 fuzzies
gender. So, he ended up
(baby rats), and 15 pinhaving even more rat bakies (newborn rats). Mr.
bies. All the rats are related!
Avedian said that once the
Photo: Kendra Martinez
Now Mr. Avedian is
rats die, he plans to feed them
using the rats to teach genetics in
to his pet snakes for nourishment.

John Adams Middle School

Journey to Japan
Twelve eighth graders have
the opportunity to travel to
Japan over the summer.
By NIKO BARDACKE
The annual Japan trip is an opportunity for JAMS 8th grade students to visit
Japan over the summer. They spend part of
their time in hotels and the rest with Japanese families that will house them. In order
to be able to go on the trip, eighth-graders
have to fill out an application. Students were
asked to write an essay on why they want to
go to Japan. The essays were given to this
years chaperone, Ms. Kapasi, who then conducted group interviews. Twelve students
have been chosen: Colin McCormick, Denise Hernandez, Harlow Irvin, Ilyan Kanji,
Jack Perez, Lana Pollack, Niko Bardacke,
Odin Gunn, Scarlett Tropea-Lester, Sofia
Rodriguez, Taj Ford and Noemie Tatiboit.
The trip costs around $3,000 per student. In order to lower the costs, students hold
fundraisers. For example, mochi ice cream
balls are being sold for $2. Also, a drawing
is being conducted for one grand prize of an
LA Experience Basket worth around $1,000.
In the basket there is an Xbox One S with
two controllers, three LA Kings Tickets, four
LAFC soccer tickets, Arclight Movie Passes
and Assorted Gift Cards. Each ticket is $2. The
goal is to raise $4,000 from the raffle alone.

Jay L. and Naomi W. work on building mazes
for their rat. Photo: Kendra Martinez

Hannah W. enjoys playing with the two baby
rats in her science class. Photo: Kendra Martinez

Noemie T., Denise H., Sofia R., and Scarlett T.
selling mochi during lunch to raise money for
their Japan trip. Photo: Kendra Martinez
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Umbrellas Needed for Rain, Not for Sun
By KALEY JIGAMIAN
In the first few months of 2019 in
the Santa Monica region, we’ve had lots of
rain across the city; much more than usual.
Often, many people who live in Southern
California are accustomed to sunny beaches, warm weather and lots of sunshine. But
in these recent months people have had
to pull out their raincoats and umbrellas to
avoid all the rain. You also may have noticed that everything around us is greener than it usually is. Plants are blooming
and thriving in this new change of climate.
Just how much rain really fell in

the months of January and February 2019 you
ask? Well, according to The Weather Channel, there was an average of 6.62 inches of
rain in January. The fact that we got so much
rain is even more surprising because on average, we only get an inch of rain per month,
sometimes even less. The Weather Channel
also said that in the month of February there
was an average rainfall of 4.57 inches. Even
though this rain amount doesn’t sound like
much, it brings us one tiny step closer to stopping the drought that has taken hold on us.

Justin C.’s umbrella just couldn’t handle all
of the wind and rain. Photo: Gabriel Ceguerra

Rain can’t keep Clemente O. and Taryn B.
from smiling bright like a diamond.

Ava B. does her best impression of Mary
Poppins. Photo: Matilde Martinez-Navarrete

Students flipped their umbrellas to catch
water because...reasons. Photo: Bibi Peterson

Photo: Kaley Jigamian

CAUGHT ON CAMPUS

CREST Spring Sports

Niko C.A. shows off his crazy socks on Crazy
Sock Day in March. Photo: Rebekka Garcia

CREST is an after-school program that includes soccer. CREST soccer gives students the opportunity learn to play the sport
and spend time with friends on the team.
The coaches are Angel Aparicio, Jose Barron, and Askia Everage. One of the players, Lucas Salmagi, said, “ It’s pretty fun,
you get to play with all your friends, there
is a lot of open space, and since there are
only seven players you can score a lot of
goals.” CREST games are approximately
40 minutes long and everyone gets the opportunity to play, regardless of skill level.
That’s what makes CREST fun: everyone
can join in. The other school playing is Lincoln Middle School and there are six teams
in all, three for JAMS and three for Lincoln,
with each team having around 14 players.

Dorys C.V. hands out Treats ice cream with
ASB to Naomi M. Photo: Rebekka Garcia

Juan G. runs for a touchdown with George W. and the other team on his tail.
Photo: Derek Napier

By DEREK NAPIER

Photo: Derek NapierTheo
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To Test Or
Not To Test

Adopt or Shop?

By RUBY KINGSCOTE

Pets are humans’ most beloved companions and here at JAMS, 68% of survey takers own at least one. Seventy-seven percent of
students surveyed would prefer to get their pet
from a shelter rather than a pet shop. Here in
Santa Monica, we are lucky enough to have a
great shelter that takes the time to care for each
and every animal in their shelter. Anytime a
family is looking for a new pet they can go to
the Santa Monica Animal Shelter. Adopting a
rescue dog or cat can really help the animal because they were abandoned or lost and the shelter found them, and is trying to find the animal
a new home.Not only could finding a home help
the dog, but could also make families happier.

Josie M. with her dog, Zora.

Photo: Ruby Kingscote

Should students be tested for
drugs on campus?
By SPENCER KAGAN

Adina F. with her dog, Oso.

THERAPY DOG CALMS
KIDS ON CAMPUS

Hayley M. with Biggie, the therapy dog.

John Adams Middle School

Pegah L. brought her dog, Biggie, to JAMS
during lunch to help calm down students with
anxiety. Biggie was brought in because the
kids in the Vision and ASB program got together and came up with an activity to help
kids either with depression/anxiety or to prevent depression and anxiety. The five students
involved asked, “what makes people happy?”
- dogs! So, they contacted Pegah and Biggie,
who’s a therapy dog and brought him in to
hang out with the students during lunchtime.

Should teachers share their political
views with students?
“I believe that teachers should be allowed to share their political views in a
classroom without trying to enforce their beliefs on their students.”
-Kenji I.
“Teachers should not share their political views in a classroom because it
may make the students feel unsafe or scared about voicing their opinions.”
-Ilana F.M.
“Teachers shouldn’t share thier political views with students because now
people will get mad at others for having an opposing view on politics.”
-Ms. Tarpley, P.E. teacher
“Teachers should not share their political views with their students because it
could cause conflicts between students or with the teacher and their students.”
-Luna M.
“Teachers should share their political views with their students. However,
they shouldn’t be too specific so that students can still form their own opinions without the influence of their teachers.”
-Natali J.M.

In many junior high schools,
including JAMS, students have been found
with vapes and drugs. In fact, in a 2015
national survey of anonymous eighth grade
students, over 8% reported having tried
illegal drugs. The question has come up
about whether we should drug test to see
if more students are using, but that brings
up the question of privacy. Random drug
tests have been considered. Other schools
have them and they have seen results. The
Supreme Court has deemed testing legal, so
it wouldn’t be a matter of law but more a
question of ethics. JAMS students seem to
be divided on this issue.
Eli Garcia, for example, is against
random drug testing on campus because,
“Would you want to pee in a cup at school?”

“Students should get help.
They don’t understand what
they’re doing.”
-Niko Wheeler
Others like Niko Wheeler see no problem
with it. “It should be done, it’s appropriate,”
he said. Another question that has come
up is whether our school should review its
drug testing policy. The policy was created
in January 2012 and the number of students
found with drugs has been increasing since.
Whether it’s correlation or causation is
unknown, but regardless some see change
is needed. Niko Wheeler had the most
interesting view on the consequences of the
students interviewed, ”Students should get
help. They don’t understand what they’re
doing. We can’t kill their future over them
being stupid,” he said.
Controversial questions typically spark up a few radical views but with
this topic, opinions were rather consistent.
Students all said essentially the same thing:
they don’t want drug testing on campus.
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Hello, High School!
By ELLEANOR QUIST

The transition from middle school
to high school is fast approaching for eighth
graders. In fact, current eighth graders have
already chosen all of their classes for their
ninth grade year through high school course
request forms for SAMOHI. These forms
gave eighth graders the perfect opportunity to
mentally prepare themselves for high school.
Choosing the type of art class
wasn’t a huge problem for some eighth
graders, who are already in orchestra, band,
or choir. SAMOHI counts music for the art
requirement, so many of these students can
just keep going with their current elective. In
fact, in a survey of 33 current eighth graders,
more than 53% said that they would be taking
some sort of music class in high school. As
for the other 46%, more than half of the students surveyed who won’t be using a music
elective to meet their art requirement will be
taking ceramics. One reason for this could be
that ceramics is the only art class at SAMOHI that is offered as a get-ahead class. This
means that students can take ceramics over
the summer and free up their schedules for
other classes during the year. As for the art
classes that the rest of the students in the survey plan on taking, close to 13% will be taking digital design, almost 7% will be taking
drawing, and nobody said that they would be
taking painting or theatre arts.

Regarding language classes, the
survey results showed a clear winner: Spanish. Almost 75% of the surveyed eighth graders said that they would be taking some sort
of Spanish class. The majority of the surveyed students that won’t be taking Spanish
will be taking French 1, followed by Latin 1.
Only one person said in the survey that they
plan to take Japanese 1, and none of the people surveyed plan on taking Chinese.
There are also many advanced
classes available at SAMOHI. JAMS does
provide opportunities for its students to challenge themselves. There are subjects like science magnet, and advanced math. However,
SAMOHI provides honors courses in nearly
all of its subjects. These classes are a welcome challenge to many.
Most of the eighth graders surveyed
said that they wanted to meeting new people
and making friends at SAMOHI. There will
be new teachers, students, and kids from other middle schools to meet and befriend. Other
people said that they were looking forward
to having more freedom, and high school
certainly offers it. The underlying message
in all of the responses is that eighth graders
were excited that high school will start them
off on their lives. Miles Bayley responded by
saying, “What I’m looking forward to about
attending SAMOHI is getting to start new interesting classes and clubs and meeting new
people who can help me with my developing

Photo: Elleanor Quist

career.”
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Dear Journal
Advice Column
By KALEY JIGAMIAN

Q: Dear Journal,

I know I still have time, but I’m very worried about high school. I’ve been anxious
that the courses will be hard and that I will
be flooded with homework. High school is
really important, so I need to make sure I do
my best.
Sincerely,
Stressed

A: There’s really nothing to worry about,
you obviously made the big jump from
elementary to middle school, high school
will be fairly the same. But just remember
to manage your time well and you won’t be
overwhelmed with too much homework.
-----------------------------------------------------

Q: Dear Journal,

I have trouble expressing my feelings to
people. I mean I have friends but sometimes
I feel lonely and not good enough. I keep
things in and I explode sometimes, and feel
sad. I hope I get advice to not feel lonely.
Sincerely,
Confuzzled

A: Try talking it out with someone. It may
seem stupid and like something out of a kids
magazine, but it can really help. If you feel
lonely around the friends you have then try
making new ones! Finding a friend you really trust can help you get over that sadness.
As for exploding with feelings, it’s good
just to let it out slowly instead of keeping it
bottled up.
-----------------------------------------------------

Q: Dear Journal,

My mom won’t allow me to have a dog
even though our apartment allows it and we
have the time to take care of one. I’ve ran
out of ways to convince her. Any ideas?
Sincerely,
Dog lover

Eleanor B. picks her future high school

A: The best thing to do would be to prove
to your mom that you are responsible
enough to take care of a dog. Next, talk to
your mom about owning one and make a
plan. You and your mom should try to work
out an agreement for having a dog, one that
works for both of you.
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Transportation Nation
Being mobile in middle school
By ANA LUIZA MILK
After the bell rings, students storm
out of classrooms in every direction to get
home as quickly as they can, but where do
they go, and how? According to JAMS students, 77.3% of students ride in their parents/
guardian/siblings car from school every day
and 71.1% ride in their parent’s/guardian’s/
sibling’s car to get to school in the mornings.
One survey taker, Anjalie Butte,
talked about her experience biking to school.
“I bike to school almost every day, and
I like it so much better because it wakes
me up in the morning so I don’t feel like
falling asleep in first period.” Exercise is
known to get the blood moving and alert
the mind to get started on the day. Not only
is it convenient, but it also reflects well on
their academics and helps the environment.
A second option for students is an
electric scooter. Scooters are illegal for kids
to ride, but as we all know, transportation is
difficult in Santa Monica and Los Angeles
for parents due to the heavy traffic. Therefore, students feel more encouraged to ride
scooters. It’s really good to see that only
about 2.1% of students use electric scooters.
Private transportation is preferred
by 89.5% of students at JAMS. Why do
kids prefer riding in private transportation?
When I asked Maya Williams she said, “I
like private transportation, it’s convenient
because you don’t have to wait for it to arrive. However, public transportation is better
in terms of protecting our ecosystem”. Even
though public transportation is better for the
environment, many prefer the ease, comfort
and convenience of private transportation.
If every student took public transportation,
our city would be less polluted and our
traffic problem might even be reduced too.

Students patiently wait for their ride after
school. Photo: Ana Luzia Milk
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JAMS Lends a Helping Hand

By NICOLAS CRUZ

Many seventh and eighth-grade students of John
Adams Middle School have to complete community service hours. Seventh and eighth graders participating in CJSF have to do six hours
of community service by March 15th. Eighth
graders have to do a mandatory twelve hours to
promote to high school, and students in NJHS do
an additional twelve hours. Many JAMS students
have been making a difference through community service. These are some interesting cases. Liam L. helps out with parking for his
commuity service hours. Photo: Liam Larwood
Paikea D. is an eighth-grader who helped an organization called One
Voice. One Voice is a Los Angeles-based organization that gives food
to people in need and was created to help low-income families. She
sorted food and helped less fortunate families with their needs. Paikea
said, “I liked being able to give a hand to people who needed help.”

Kelly N., an eighth grader, packed food for people with an organization called SOVA. SOVA is another organization that gives food to people who need it. Kelly said, “I mostly enjoyed helping people who need it the most.”

Sophie C.’s case was a little bit different. Sophie designed a website that helped people branch out and make new friends. She enjoyed seeing her friends react to the site when they tried it out.

BGC is the Place To Be!
The Boys and Girls Club attracts students after school
By ANA LUIZA MILK
Many students at JAMS go to the Boys and Girls Club after school. At the Boys
and Girls Club, students have the opportunity to finish homework, play with friends and
have fun with video games. Torch Club and L.I.T. are two organizations that help fundraise for the club and help make these activities possible. Boys and Girls Club also has a
wide variety of sports and games; they even have a pet turtle! We have had a lot of changes from last year, that make the Boys and Girls Club of Santa Monica stand out from the
other after-school programs. The staff, Torch Club, and L.I.T. are helping out the Boys and
Girls Club to be a great, after-school option for those who can’t be picked up right away.

Jazmin F. finishes her homework at the Boys
and Girls Club. Photo: Ana Luiza Milk

Students take a break by playing Fortnite.

Photo: Kaley Jigamian
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Stairway of the Stars
By MIA SUBIN

For 70 years, the Santa Monica-Malibu Unified
School District has had concerts to showcase the highest
bands, orchestras, and choirs with Stairway of the Stars.
In the 1960s, Mr. Richard Wagnon, who was the district’s
music supervisor, brought many talented teachers and created a staff for music education. As the district reputation
grew, Mr. Wagnon started to ask well-known conductors
such as Meredith Wilson, Alfred Newman, Ferde Grofé,
Nelson Riddle, and Carmen Dragon to conduct Stairway performances, and since then, all Stairway performances have guest conductors. The guest conductors this year for band is John Burdett,
for choir is Polly Vasche, and for orchestra is Arturo Rodriguez.
The
schools
that participate in
Stairway of the
Stars for the middle school level is
the highest band,
orchestra,
and
choir from JAMS,
Lincoln,
Malibu, and selected
students
from

SMASH. The fifth grade honor group also participate in
Stairway. The fifth grade honor groups give students from
the 11 elementary schools (including SMASH) the opportunity to audition for a spot. As well as having an elementary school level participate in Stairway the other level
that performs is the top ensembles at the high school level.
As Stairway started to gain popularity, the performances were held at the Santa Monica Civic Auditorium, but in
2012 the last Stairway performance was held there. Now, the concerts are separated into three nights at SAMOHI’s Barnum Hall. The
three nights are separated into band, orchestra ,and choir night. Thank
you to everyone that attended and supported our young musicians.

Meet the Conductors
Have you ever wondered why
a teacher becomes a teacher?
When Ms.Woo was in her second year at UCLA she realized
that she wanted to pursue a
career in music education. “I was fascinated by the power of
music on young
people’s
lives,”
said Ms. Woo. Her favorite thing to play is the violin
and the flute. Another reason
why Ms. Woo loves being a
music teacher is because music can make people laugh, cry,
sing and dance. -Mia Subin

Ms.Woo

Mr. Garnreiter’s journey started
as a music education major at
UCLA, but when he taught his
first beginning music class at an
elementary school, he knew that
he wanted to become a music
teacher. His journey to becoming a teacher at JAMS was in
2011 as an instructional assistant, then in 2014 he was hired
as a music teacher.. His primary
instrument is the trumpet and his
favorite part about being a music
teacher is teaching students
how to work as a team.
-Mia Subin

Mr. Garnreiter
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Ms.Harding’s Off-Duty Excitement
By EDGAR MENDEZ

Many students know Ms. Harding as the lady in the attendance office, but
they’ll be surprised to learn what she does in
her free time: roller derby. Ms. Harding has
had a passion for roller derby since 2011.
She’s had many injuries - from broken bones
to concussions. Once, she didn’t know that
she had a fractured leg so she skated on a severe injury for months. Ms. Harding’s children roller derby as well. Her son, David,
played roller derby when they used to live

in Oregon and her daughter might start it
when she is old enough. One might wonder
if there is any money to be made in roller
derby. Apparently there isn’t. Ms. Harding
says that there are some skaters who get
sponsored, but most skaters have to buy
their own gear. Ms. Harding is not currently skating because she is attending school
which is taking up most of her time, but she
hopes once she graduates she will start skating again.

Ms. Harding demonstrates her elbowing skills which could come in
handy at JAMS during passing periods.

Student Receives
Honorable Mention
in Art Contest
Congratulations
to
Jackie O. for receiving
honorable mention in
the 2019 Coastal Art
& Poetry Contest!
Jackie was one of 39
honorable mentions
out of the 2,850 total
people who submitted their art. Jackie’s art piece is titled “Sunset over Rocky
Waters” and was also uploaded onto the
official California Coastal Commission
website. JAMS is very proud! -Joy Vine

The
Bookmark

Have you ever seen a movie or TV show
which made you want to read the book?
Ms. Jarvis picked four books based on her
favorite movies and TV shows. -Sinead
O’Callahan

Advanced Readers:
To All the Boys I’ve Loved Before
by Jenny Han

Abby M.
Sixth Grade
A Series of Unfortunate
Events by Lemony Snicket

Remo H.
Seventh Grade
It Wasn’t Me
by Dana Alison Levy

Have you seen the Netflix
series, yet? Even if the answer is yes, check out the
tragic tales of the Baudelaire orphans.

The nerd, the princess,
the jock, the weirdo, the
screw-up. All forced to
spend a week together after a mysterious vandalism
at school.

Photos: Sophie Canny

Brielle M.
Eighth Grade
QB1 by Mike Lupica
Tells the tale of Jake Cullen,
freshman quarterback in Texas
where football is life. How
will he deal with the pressure, especially following the
footsteps of his NFL father and
brother who lead his team to
the state championship?
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Heart
effective
electives
Students share why they chose their current elective classes
Day Tiles
By CYRUS VALENZA
JAMS partnered up with Fulcrum and Be Art and together
the Heart Day tiles were born.
We asked Ms. Ransom about
this collaborative project.
Who is Fulcrum and what do
they do?
Fulcrum is a team-building
company that worked with
JAMS students on Heart Day
years ago. They have also
trained teachers in the school
district on team building.

By TYLER STRANG

DANCE - Ananda S. is a sixth grader who started dancing for fun two years
ago but this is the first year she has done it at school. She feels that this elective
has helped her in other ways than just coordination and footwork from the
dances themselves but that she has also learned to work with other people in
a group which can help her in the long run for many different careers. Beside
learning to work with people she really enjoys this elective and has a lot of fun.

BAND - Ryan G. is a seventh grader who started playing his trumpet in fourth grade at his elementary school where it was mandatory to
play an instrument. He didn’t feel that it would be something he would
want to do and he thought of it as just another part of class. But soon after he started, he found himself enjoying the experience very much. Playing trumpet again in seventh grade made him realize that he is not only
getting better at trumpet in this elective, but he has also gained a lot of confidence. This confidence was gained from performances in front of large
audiences. He is very thankful that this elective was an option for him.
ART - Basai W. is an eighth grader and started drawing when she was about
9 years old. She first started getting interested in it because she found out that
her family has a history of good artists so she felt she should carry on this
tradition. She has been able to learn some good life skills from this elective
besides just drawing and having neat work. She says she has learned to stay
more organized because she has kept her work in a safe place in this elective. Overall she finds this elective a nice calm place to relax and be creative.

Photo: Ms. Joyce

What do the Heart Tiles
represent?
One year on Heart Day (which
is now JAMS Day), every
student in the school painted a
tile to represent themselves or
their heart. These were fired
and were supposed to be put
up on a wall as a collaborative
art piece. They were never put
up and have been sitting in the
art room ever since, despite
Ms. Joyce trying her best to get
them installed.
Who are our sponsors for the
Heart Tiles project?
Fulcrum and PTSA were the
original sponsors of creating
them. Be Art sponsored putting
them up.

AVID Corner

COLLEGE BOUND
Recently, Ms. Murphy’s AVID students created pennants to go along with the college they would like to attend. Ava L. would like to go to New York University.
She wants to become either an actress or a pediatrician.
Genevieve B. wants to go to Oregon State University.
She would like to eventually become a zoologist. Both,
along with many other students, demonstrated their excellent artistic ability to make the best pennant possible for the college they plan to attend. - Cyrus Valenza
All Photos: Cyrus Valenza

CAREER READY!
AVID students presented their future
careers to their peers.
Many dressed the
part including a pediatrician, pilot, chef,
detective, game designer, and surgeon. Clear for takeoff! Luis A. is on the course Order up! Quincy M. wants to be a head
to become a talented airline pilot.
chef when he’s older. He enjoys cooking
and is very good at it.
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Movie Reviews
Movie
Reviews

How
How to
to Train
Train Your
Your Dragon:
Dragon: The
The Hidden
Hidden World
World
In the finale of the How to Train Your Dragon franchise, Hiccup and Astrid, are the rulers of Berk.
They have created a dragon utopia where humans and
dragons live together. A female Light Fury suddenly appears and with it the darkest threat their village has ever
faced. Hiccup and Toothless leave the only home they’ve
known and go on perilous journey to a mythical hidden world. As their destinies are uncovered, Hiccup and
Toothless fight together to protect everything they love.

“It
“It was
was aa good
good movie
movie but
but
they
they should
should have
have made
made
seperate
separate films
films based
based on
on
the
the ending
ending of
of the
the movie.”
movie.”
-Violet
-Violet G.
G.

The
The Lego
Lego Movie
Movie 2:
2: The
The Second
Second Part
Part
The citizens of Bricksburg face a dangerous new threat when LEGO DUPLO invaders start
to wreck everything in their path. Their courage and
creativity is tested in a battle to defeat the Duplo invaders and restore harmony to the LEGO universe.
This adventure takes Emmet, Lucy, Batman and the
rest of their friends to faraway, unexplored worlds.

John Adams Middle School

Book vs. Movie Debate
By NIKO BARDACKE and VINCENT
GONZALEZ

What is better the movie or its
book? This debate has been going on for a
long time. Most movies were inspired by
books; Jaws was a book before the blockbuster film was released. Even the Jurassic Park movie series was inspired by Michael Crichton’s Jurassic Park book. These
movies elevated the plots and made average books into amazing movies. Another
example of this is the Princess Bride. The
movie hints of a book when the grandfather
reads the book to his grandson. Although
most people have realized that The Princess Bride is a book, others have no idea.
Some movies have done the
opposite. When a great book is written,
producers jump at the opportunity. They
make a movie but the book is clearly
better. Hatchet is an example of this. Everyone loves the book but only a handful
enjoyed the movie. Another example is
The Giver. When the book was translated
into a film, it lost a lot of its hidden meanings and themes. It is an debatable topic
whether the book or the movie is better.

The Giver

“It was good and
“It was good and
funny but not better
funny but not better
than the original.”
than the original.” - Derek N.
Derek N.

Captain
CaptainMarvel
Marvel
Carol
Carol Danvers
Danvers isis rescued
rescued byby the
the Krees
Kree
when
when she’s
she’s about
about toto die
die on
on Earth.
Earth. She’s
She’s led
led toto bebelieve
lieve that
that the
the Krees
Kree are
are good
good people
people and
and are
are trytrying
ing toto save
save the
the universe
universe from
from shape-shifting
shape-shifting aliens,
aliens,
the
the Skrulls.
Skrulls. She
She meets
meets Nick
Nick Fury
Fury and
and they
they bebecome
come partners,
partners, trying
trying toto stop
stop the
the Skrulls
Skrulls on
on Earth.
Earth.

The Princess Bride

Hatchet

“It was
was aa really
really great
great
“It
movie
and
it
was
good
movie and it was good
for gender
gender and
and racial
racial
for
diversity.”
diversity.” - Sierra Y.
- Sierra Y.
Book better than the movie
Movie better than the book
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SEASONAL STYLES
By SOPHIE CANNY AND JOY VINE

Seasons come and go, but California
only sees two - hot and cold. If you
just can’t decide what to wear, look
no further! Eighth graders, Mabel
Alcock and Arthur Spring, the winners of the yearbook’s ‘best dressed’
showed off their favorite seasonal
looks. Keep this page handy if you’re
ever in need of some style inspiration, or just want to feel
nostalgic five years in the future!

in cooler
Stay warm se are
The
climates!
r
l clothes fo
some coo
er, from
cold weath ts!
ha
hoodies to
Photos: Sophie Canny
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T echnolo g y

Preferences
By DESMOND GABRESKI

Everyone has a preference when it
comes to technology. Whether it be iPhones or
Androids, AirPods or EarBuds, we asked in our
survey which side they’re on in the technology world. iPhones and Androids are two of the
most popular smartphones in the world. They
each have their own pros and cons and are often disputed. Almost 90% of students in our
survey said they prefer iPhones to Androids.
A big reason is because iPhones are easier to
use and Androids are too complicated. Another
reason is because iPhones have better camera
quality. The 10.7% that said they prefer Androids said they like Androids because it’s more
complex and they can do more things with it.
AirPods, Apple’s $159 bluetooth
headphones came out only a few years ago, but
they’ve become extremely popular. A big part of
their fame have come from memes talking about
how expensive they are. In our survey, it was
completely split in half with 50% saying they
prefer AirPods and 50% saying they prefer Earbuds. People like Earbuds because they’re harder
to lose, and AirPods are not worth their expensive price. People like AirPods because they do
not like having to deal with wires getting tangled.

Addictive Apps

John Adams Middle School

Where Are the Memes?
By DESMOND GABRESKI

Memes are probably the most popular thing on the Internet. If you go on any
social media website you’ll find memes,
they’re inescapable. There is a wide variety
of memes online so I’ll guide you through
where and how to find them.
There are many places to find them,
but a lot of them are terrible. You can find memes online and on websites like FaceBook,
Instagram, YouTube, and Google.
Instagram is an extremely popular
social media app and website. It has millions of users, and a lot of them are meme
accounts. Memes are one of, if not, the most
popular thing on Instagram. There are thousands of meme accounts with lots of different
content. I would recommend Instagram pages with a small amount of followers, because
big accounts do a lot of paid promos, which
can be very annoying.
YouTube is a great website for any
kind of content. You can find a lot of meme
compilations, which can be either funny or
cringey. It really depends on the kind of content you like.

Big Chungus

Shaggy

Helix Jump

Magic Tiles

By LUISA GONZALEZ
If you have a phone or mobile device you probably have a lot of apps. Apps
are fun games or services that are available
on smartphones and other smart devices.
Aside from social media apps, there are
a lot of apps that can help out with things
like editing photos, learning new languages, learning how to play an instrument.
PicsArt is a very helpful app.
PicsArt allows you to use filters, distort
images, add text, and much much more.
Twisty Arrow is a game that tests
your tapping skills. One has to shoot an arrow
at a spinning circle, but the arrows start to accumulate and the player has to hit the arrows in
a spot that they haven’t hit before. It gets harder and harder, but one just can’t stop playing.
Color Switch is also a game
that tests your tapping skills. The way the
game works is there is colored wheel and

colored ball you have to pass by tapping
the ball into the same color on the wheel.
In Helix Jump, the player has to
help get a ball get to the bottom of a tower by spinning a circular platform left to
right. You’ll find a space on the floor, allowing the ball to falldown to the next level. The way one loses is if one falls onto
the color that is darker than the others.
Magic Tiles is an app that allows one to “practice” the piano by only
touching the black tiles and not the white,
if the player touches the white you automatically lose. In this game, there are
many different modes and songs to play.
There are a variety of different apps,
but we just wanted to show you the most fun
and popular ones. Hopefully, if you have never heard of these apps be sure to try them out.

Color Switch
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Alternative Sports

Uncommon sports are becoming more common with students on campus
By NOAH ZUCKER
The majority of students at JAMS play soccer, football, basketball, and baseball. But, dig a litte deeper and you will find kids playing other
sports that are not very common. For example, Darragh F. plays water polo, a sport where you tread water for a long period of time, while trying to score on the other team. It takes great endurance and practice. It’s similar to soccer but in the water and it moves in a much slower pace.
Also, other kids like Spencer K. do fencing. Fencing is an olympic sport that requires the fencer to hit their opponent with a steel sword to score
points to win. Finally, Fritz H. plays ice hockey. Hockey is a college, professional, and olympic sport where teams try to score on the other by
hitting a rubber puck into the opponents net. These out-of-the-ordinary sports take as much practice and heart as other more popular sports.

During a 1v1, Spencer K. prepares for his
attack on his oppenent.

During the water polo game, Darragh prepares his shot for the goal.

Fritz H. celebrates his goal at a hockey game.

Spencer K. is an eighth grader and he’s been
fencing for four years and loves playing the
sport. “I never really liked team sports and
wanted to do something active and fun.
My dad and I were browsing options and
when fencing popped up I wanted to try it
out.” He sees himself fencing in college
and from there, wherever it can take him.

Darrah F. is a seventh grader and he’s been
playing water polo for six years and enjoys
the sport. “I got into the sport from my dad
playing it; he’s the water polo coach at Samohi.” Darragh see’s himself playing for a college team and maybe going pro someday.

Fritz H. is an eighth grader and he’s been
ice skating for 10 years and playing hockey
for nine years. “I got into hockey by just ice
skating and I would always want to go back.
I also love to watch the older kids and the
pros playing.” Fritz sees himself playing in
college and maybe even further than that.

Keep Calm and Play Guitar

By MAX HARRISON
During the school year, there is a class after
group performed at Lincoln Middle School,
school that students can take to learn how
in the auditorium. The class mentor, Omar
to play the guitar. It’s a class that is
E., is a high school student at Culver
normally taught at Grant EleCity High School. He has been
mentary school. The teacher,
participating as a mentor since
Mak, is a guitarist who has
he was in seventh-grade.
traveled around the world
As a mentor, Omar is supplaying and performing.
posed to try his best to help
There are many levels in
around the class. Omar
guitar, but the only two stusaid, “I don’t teach a lot.
dents from JAMS are at the
I’m just a mentor, so I’m
highest level. There are two
just there to help out if they
other levels where there are
have any trouble, but I guess
mostly new students or students
they do learn a little for some stuff
who have a little bit of experience with
that they have not yet mastered.” Omar
the instrument. Anthony, a JAMS student
does his best to try to help Mak during the
who is in sixth-grade, has practiced every
classes. More students are joining, so they
Thursday for the performance that happened
enjoy this six-stringed instrument that has
on March 9. Anthony and the rest of the
been known for creating a perfect tune.

During practice, Mr. B. teaches the class how
to play “Fall of The Mountain King”.
Photo: Max Harrison

Practice makes perfect, Max H. practices his
part of the performance at home.

Photo: Max Harrison
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Maze! Green = START

Red = END
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Food Word Search

1:APPLES
2.BURGERS
3.BURRITO
4.CAKE

5.CHICKEN
6.COOKIES
7.CORN
8.DONUT

8.FRIES
9.PASTA
10.PIZZA
11.RICE

12.SALAD
13.SHRIMP
14.SUSHI
15.TACO

Every Penny
Counts!

By KENDRA MARTINEZ
Pennies for Patients is a yearly fundraiser conducted by National Junior Honor Society. The program
is organized by the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society, a non-profit health organization dedicated
to finding cures for blood cancers. The top two
advisory classes who raised over $100 earn a pizza party. This year, Ms. Scotland’s advisory raised
the most with over $300 and earned the Gold Pennant from the LLS. Mr. Turrise’s advisory was
second with over $120 and earned the Bronze Pennant. In total the entire school raised over $500.

Ms. Scotland’s advisory class are the Pennies for Patients winners. Photo: Derek Napier
The Doodle for Google project is an art competition all around the US
where students compete for a chance to create their own Google design.
Art teacher, Ms. Joyce, became aware of the contest some years ago
when one of her students parent brought to her attention that they worked
for the company and that the school should participate in the contest.
This year the contest opened on January 7th and the last day
was on March 18th. Fifty-three students will be chosen and five finalists will be flown to Google’s Mountain View headquarters, and one
winning student will win a $30,000 college scholarship, a $50,000 Google for Education technology package for their school, and their artwork will be placed on the Google homepage for a day. -Alasia Dennis

Artwork by: Jackie Oram

